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What have SA Mums and Midwives got to Celebrate on International Midwives Day and Mothers Day?

At an SA Consumers & Midwives Roundtable in Adelaide  this Saturday 3rd May,, leading consumer representatives and midwives from SA discussed a 2030 Vision for Maternity Care and wondered, What do mothers really have to celebrate?


At the last sitting of Parliament before Mothers Day, consumers and midwives will attend Parliament House Question Time at 2pm this Thursday 8th May along with bellies, babies and toddlers. They will hear Frances Bedford MP take their grievances to the parliament. 


State President of Maternity Coalition, Dr Lareen Newman, says that among other things, SA mums now have to travel further and further for maternity care as services are closed and centralised. And they are having to birth in overcrowded hospitals due to service centralisation, the rise in the birth rate, and the numbers of new migrants to SA. And they still can't get safe alternatives outside of hospital like other states are introducing, such as the Ryde (NSW) and Mareeba (Qld) community birth centres. 

Furthermore, mothers and midwives are concerned that the only SA hospital anywhere near the World Health Organisation's recommended caesarean rate of 15% was closed down - the Queen Elizabeth had a caesarean rate around 18% in the years before its birthing services were closed. And while SA almost tops the nation with a caesarean rate of 33%, the SA government has still not followed the NSW example and held a state inquiry into caesareans in SA.

Women and midwives are also asking why the SA Government's new Planned Homebirth Policy is not being implemented. It took 4 years to develop, and was released 6 months ago. But homebirth is still government funded only for a hundred or so women at the Northern Women's Community Midwifery Program in Playford. New South Wales and the NT are way ahead of SA in offering this safe alternative through public hospitals, while SA women are denied this right.


The 3rd May Roundtable also heard that many country mums can't get access to a midwife; that the new SA Nurses & Midwives Bill that has been long in the pipeline still hasn't been seen, and that SA mums and their families are being kept from the intervention statistics of all maternity hospitals. This means they can't make an informed choice of where to have their baby (to either get or avoid a caesarean, for example). 

For further details contact Jo Hood on 8370 5058 or 0412 482 819, or Dr Heather Hancock on 0414 499 544.

  

